
 

UK BOOKBINDING COMPETITION 2027 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

1. SET BOOK: Each entrant must submit an unsigned binding of the compulsory book. 

This must be accompanied by an entry form.  

(*PLEASE NOTE* Entry to the Competition is for UK-Resident Bookbinders only. Set 

book sheets may be available for overseas mailing at a later date if there are spare 

copies.) 

 
2. OPEN CHOICE BOOK(S): Up to three additional bindings of the entrant’s choice 

may also be submitted. Each book must be accompanied by a separate entry form 

plus £20 fee per book (see point 6. below for details). 

 
3. DEADLINE: The deadline for receipt of bindings will be October 2027. The address 

for deliveries will be: dbUK Competition, c/o Ben Maggs, Maggs Bros, 48 

Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DR. 

 
Please send book(s) by guaranteed delivery and ensure they are packed well to 

avoid damage. 

 
Write your name on the outside of the package so that we are able to let you know 

that your package has arrived safely.  

 
Keep a record of any tracking numbers. We would prefer books to arrive by post, but 

you may also deliver your books to Maggs Bros by hand. 

 
If you intend to drop off your binding(s) in person we’ll let you know when 

nearer the time. 

 
4. The Private View and Prizegiving for the competition will probably take place at 

Maggs Bros, 48 Bedford Square, WC1B 3DR in November. An email to be sent 

nearer the time.  



 

5. COLLECTION AND RETURN OF BOOKS: You will be able to collect your books in 

January. Date to be confirmed. 

If you are unable to collect your book in person Maggs Bros will be responsible for 

returning to you.  

 

6. FEES: The entrance fee is included in the price of the Set Book. For EACH 

additional Open Choice binding submitted, you must send an entry fee of £20 

per book.  

 
Payment may be made via PayPal through the Designer Bookbinders website on the 

dbUK Competition page. You do not need a PayPal account to use the service. This 

non-returnable fee will be used to defray administrative costs. 

 
7. ENTRY FORMS: Entry Forms for each book will be sent by email. Please ensure 

that we have a record or your email address especially if you purchased sheets 

at an event.  

 
You will need to complete a form for each book entered in the Set Book and Open 

Choice categories.  

 
Please email your completed forms as Word documents to: 

thebookbindingcompetition@designerbookbinders.org.uk in October 2027 as 

this is proof of your intention to enter the competition and will be used to compile the 

exhibition catalogue.  

 
Please also print a second hard copy of each form which should be posted 

with the book(s).  

 
8. INSURANCE: All entries are to be submitted at the entrant’s own expense and risk. 

Books will be insured by Designer Bookbinders whilst in their care but please 

ensure you purchase full insurance when posting your books. Designer 

Bookbinders or persons acting with their authority cannot be held responsible for loss 

or damage during any part of the movements necessary for the Competition.  

 
9. SALES: This competition is not intended as a selling exhibition but we will forward 

any enquiries about purchasing a book directly to the binder.  

 

mailto:thebookbindingcompetition@designerbookbinders.org.uk


In the event of a sale, the binder will be responsible for communicating with the 

collector and handling payment and postage. 10% commission is payable to 

Designer Bookbinders on any sales as a direct result of this exhibition.  

 
We will emphasise ‘buyer beware’ to collectors as there will not be the opportunity to 

handle bindings in person.  

 
10. PROTECTIVE PACKAGING: Each entry must be submitted in a slipcase or box for 

handling protection. A book submitted in a decorative box that forms part of the total 

design must itself be placed in a protective box.  

 
Please ensure that each of your books is submitted in a jiffy bag with your 

name on.  

 
11. The competition is open to anyone resident in the United Kingdom at the time of 

binding the book (including Licentiates and Associates of Designer Bookbinders but 

not Fellows). 

 
12. All work on the bindings shall be the unaided work of the entrant. Edge gilding by 

another hand is permissible but must be declared. 

 
13. There are no restrictions on the materials to be used. Entries will be judged on both 

workmanship and design. 

 
14. The selection of prize winners is solely at the discretion of the judges, who also 

reserve the right to withhold any prize. 

 

15. Books will be exhibited at the discretion of the Competition Committee. Books not 

chosen for the exhibition will be stored safely and will be available for collection at the 

Fellows Critique or will be posted back as instructed. 

 
16. No book selected for exhibition following the Competition may be withdrawn during 

the exhibition period.  

 


